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From the Editor 

Warmer weather (at last) means flying and 
foraging levels have gone up swiftly and 
our colonies should be going from strength 
to strength. Roger reminds us to check for 
disease on every inspection, and wonders 
what the bees do when they can’t go out. 

We also have details of the two South of 
England Shows, so do take a look and see 
whether you can help, supply honey or 
enter the autumn classes.  Meanwhile, 
enjoy watching your bees in the sunshine! 

Tamsin 
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Dates for your diary 

Apiary Meeting Dates 

Saturdays at 2pm start (arrive by 1.50pm), Wednesday 6pm start (arrive by 5.50pm).  

Sat 6 May 
Sat 27 May 
Sat 17 June 
Sat 8 July 
Sat 29 July 
Sat 12 Aug 

Wed 17 May 
Wed 7 June 
Wed 28 June 
Wed 19 July 
Wed 2 Aug  

World Bee Day 

Saturday 20 May https://www.un.org/en/observances/bee-day 

The Plight of the Bumblebee 

Wednesday 31 May, ZERO, Friary Street, Guildford GU1 4EH 

This is a repeat of the talk that Peter Smith gave to the Association last month, for those 
who missed it. https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-
bumblebee 

South of England Summer Show 

 9, 10 & 11 June, Ardingly Showground, West Sussex RH17 6TL 

 See below for more information and volunteering opportunities. 

South of England Autumn Show 

 23 & 24 September, Ardingly Showground, West Sussex RH17 6TL 

 See below for more information about entering classes, selling honey and helping out. 

 

Volunteers Needed 

As the new season approaches, we need some volunteers in a few areas: 

• Volunteers to organise teas and coffees at the apiary; 
• Someone to manage the shop that is going to be in one of the containers; 
• The apiary needs the vegetation trimming back and tidying up for the coming 

season; 
• The equipment, including supers, needs cleaning and preparing. 

Please contact Martina for more information or to offer your services. 

https://www.un.org/en/observances/bee-day
https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-bumblebee
https://www.zerocarbonguildford.org/event-details/the-plight-of-the-bumblebee
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South of England Shows 

Bees & Honey will again have a presence at both the Summer (South of England) and 
Autumn shows at Ardingly this year. Last year we took something of a risk by splitting our 
activities between the two shows, and it paid off really well. Moving our honey sales table to 
the Autumn show made a lot of sense as it allowed us to offer honey from many more 
beekeepers, and the Honey Show attracted 99 entries. So we will be repeating the new 
format again in 2023. 

You can see photos and details of our winners from 2022, and the schedule of classes for 
2023 (when it is issued) here: https://www.seas.org.uk/competing-autumn-show-horse-
trials/. 

Summer show 9,10 & 11 June 2023 

At the summer show, we will be back in our own marquee to present our popular live 
beekeeping displays. This year we are planning some demos targeted specifically at 
organised school groups. We will have observation hives, information displays, and stalls 
selling bee-related products. As always we will need plenty of volunteers to help us at this 
show, performing demonstrations, presenting information, answering questions and looking 
after the safety of our visitors. 

Autumn show 23 & 24 September 2023 

Then at the Autumn show, we will again be in one of the fixed buildings with our stall 
offering honey from around Surrey/Sussex and beyond, and the South of England Honey 
Show. It worked well last year to have the Honey Show in the Autumn, and we have already 
made good progress in establishing it as a regional event ahead of the Nationals at Sandown 
Park a month later. This year our judge is Claire O'Brien. Volunteers are needed to sell 
honey, explain exhibits to visitors, steward the Honey Show, and help us clear up afterwards! 

We do need you to help us in a number of ways: 

• volunteers are needed to staff the marquee at the summer show and provide the 
demonstrations of beekeeping etc. Please let me know soon if you would like to do 
this - remembering that the show now runs Friday to Sunday.  

• entries for the Honey Show are needed, and we need supplies of honey for sale. 
Please consider planning to do this yourself, and help us to put the word out among 
the beekeepers in your division or association. Could you offer to coordinate the 
collection of show entries and honey for sale to Ardingly from your division?  

• we still need more people to join our organising committee. This isn't a long-winded 
talking shop, our team is made up of flexible people who like to recognise what needs 

https://www.seas.org.uk/competing-autumn-show-horse-trials/
https://www.seas.org.uk/competing-autumn-show-horse-trials/
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to be done, and then make it happen. If you fancy a closer involvement at the shows, 
please would you contact me directly for a discussion?  

Please let me know the days on which you can help to steward, and I look forward to seeing 
you at one of our shows. 

Bob Barnes 
Chair & Chief Steward, Bees & Honey Section, South of England Agricultural Society 

 

The Teaching Apiary  

I have made Martina a demonstrator and I’m sure she will do 
well. As well as being a good practical beekeeper, she is keen on 
learning the theory, that should improve her knowledge of what 
bees are trying to do and help her answer questions. As well as 
liking bees, she likes puppies, as can be seen in the photo. 

When at the apiary, please don’t take anything out of the 
containers or put anything inside without being asked to by a 
demonstrator. I know it is helpful to do so, but we need to know 
where things are and it’s easy if you don’t know where 
something goes to put it in a box or cover something else up. I 
use some of my own kit at meetings and it’s annoying when it’s 
not in my car because someone has put it away at the apiary.  

Roger 

Beekeeping  

This month I want to concentrate on disease, because I think it is important to be able to 
recognise something that doesn’t look right. Obviously the two foul broods are important, 
because they are notifiable and killers of colonies. We hope to have a Bee Health Day later in 
the summer, where Bee Inspectors bring examples of diseased combs. Two other diseases 
that can look a little like foul brood are sacbrood, that can look a little like American Foul 
Brood (AFB) and chalk brood that can look like European Foul Brood (EFB). Both sacbrood 
and chalk brood are common, but neither foul brood are, to the point where the vast 
majority of beekeepers will never see them, which is the danger, because they aren’t 
expected. There are photos and information on the NBU website Diseases and Pests » APHA 
- National Bee Unit - BeeBase 

As a habit, I always look at the first frame in a colony that has brood in all stages, where I 
look at sealed brood for signs of AFB and unsealed, just before capping, for EFB. It takes a 
few seconds and is worth it. 

https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/
https://www.nationalbeeunit.com/diseases-and-pests/


May 2023 5 

Patterson in Print 

The temperature during weekend of 22-23 April was rather low, being poor for bees to fly. 
The following weekend 29-30/30 was much warmer, allowing them to forage on the oil seed 
rape (OSR) and other spring flowers such as dandelions, that are doing well this year. As 
often happens in spring, the colonies had improved greatly in a few days, the stronger ones 
needing a couple of extra supers. On 22 April, I walked with Rosie and the puppies to The 
Blue Ship in The Haven for our Saturday evening meal, where I was the only one eating, with 
only four other people all evening. On 29 April, there were 27 people eating, suggesting that 
many were responding to the warmer weather. My youngest son, Tom, ran in the London 
Marathon on 23 April, along with 50,000 others. So, what has the number of people eating 
in the Blue Ship and Tom running in the London Marathon got to do with beekeeping? It 
gave me the thought that organisation is common to all of them. To feed 27 people in a small 
pub, where all the food is cooked to order, is rather different than doing it for one. Staff 
levels and buying supplies are two issues that come to mind. I asked Tom, who has also run 
Copenhagen, Berlin and Riga marathons what the event organisation was like and he said 
“brilliant”. These are examples of humans responding to conditions, but how do the bees do 
it? The foragers probably don’t do nothing waiting for the weather to improve, they find 
something else to do, but do beekeepers know how they do it? I’m sure there has been 
research done, but does every colony behave the same? My guess is they don’t, but I don’t 
know. Perhaps a member can find out and tell us in a future newsletter. 

Apart from one unfortunate incident, the West Sussex auction went well, with a lot of good 
equipment changing hands. The heavy rain in the previous week made the field so wet that 
we transferred to the car park, which seemed to be preferred by some people. The 
unfortunate incident was that a nuc was removed without permission. Someone had 
planned it and was presumably an existing beekeeper. This is the second time it has 
happened, the first was probably 30 years ago. Despite the frames being marked, I doubt if 
they will be recovered. Sadly, we have those sorts in the craft. 

WGBKA members helped on the day and I thank them for their efforts. 

Roger 

WGBKA WhatsApp Group 

If you would like to be a part of this informal members only group, please contact Martina 
with your mobile number and she will add you to the chat.  It’s a great way to compare 
notes, get advice from others and generally keep in touch with members. 
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WGBKA Library 

The Association has a collection of books for loan to members, covering not only many 
aspects of beekeeping, but also guides to hive products, honey recipes and memoirs.  The full 
list is here; to borrow any of the books, please email Martina secretary@wgbka.org.uk. 

https://sites.google.com/view/wgbka-library/home
mailto:secretary@wgbka.org.uk
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